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 Tue 6th November, 14:00 
RAFA Portcullis Club 
Kenley Memories of Lillias 
Barr 
Free event for RAFA members 

 Sat 10th November, 18:00 
Portcullis Club Fireworks 
RAFA members and guests only. 
£3 donation; food for sale. 

 Sun 11th November 
Remembrance Sunday 
Join us as we remember the 
fallen at St. Luke’s Church, 
Whyteleafe and the Kenley 
Tribute on the airfield. Services 
and wreath-laying.  
Service at St. Luke's at 10:50am 
Afterwards at the Tribute. 

 Thu 20th December,  
12:00 for 12:30 
Veteran's Christmas Lunch at 
the Old Coulsdon Centre.  
Free for invitees. 

  

at a glance 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 

 

NEWS 

LETTER 

Nov – Jan 2019 / Page 1  
 (date of publication 29/10/18) 

Message from Branch  
Chairman David Meanwell 

By the time this newsletter reaches you I imagine 
that  the  clocks  will  have   gone  back  and   the  
evenings  will  be  drawing in. So, once again the  
time  to  remember  the  fallen  is  here. This year  
Remembrance  Sunday  coincides  with Armistice Day on what will be 
the 100th  anniversary  of  the  end of the Great War, the war to end all 
wars (if only). 

On 11/11/1918 nineteen serving members of the RAF lost their lives, 
seventeen men and two members of the WRAF. More than half died 
from the influenza epidemic which was beginning to sweep through 
Europe. Amongst the others was Captain Duncan Ronald Gordon 
MacKay, DFC, the last RAF pilot to be killed in action in World War 1. 

He was leading a raid against railway targets at Ehrang in DH4, 
F5725 of No 55 Sqn on 10 November 1918. After bombing the target, 
they turned for home and MacKay was hit by a shell splinter, 
necessitating his observer to take control of the aircraft, which he 
successfully brought down on the German side of the lines. They 
were both made prisoners, but MacKay died of his wounds the 
following day. He is buried in Joeuf Communal Cemetery. 

This November we will remember him and all those who gave their 
lives serving their country  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 020 86449715  /  Email: david.meanwell@kenley-rafa.org.uk 

David Meanwell 

Mr David Meanwell
Download Copy
31 Caversham Avenue
Sutton
SM3 9AQ
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Portcullis Club News 
We are well into autumn now and can reflect on a brilliant Summer of events at 
our club. They all proved successful in terms of attendance by members and local 
residents, bringing in much needed funds for RAFA . The Portcullis Club, once 
little known by the local community, is now well and truly ‘on the map.’ 
The Autojumble Sundays, organised by Anita and Paul, have grown in popularity 
year on year and now attract a large following of traders and visitors. The Kenley 
Custom Car & Bike Show attracted a record number of car and bike enthusiasts 

and large numbers of local 
families. 
The Hardest Day on the 19th 
August was a day to 
remember. There was the 
usual Remembrance service at the Kenley Tribute 
followed by a thrilling flypast by the Lancaster, 
Hurricane, and Spitfire of the BBMF. They completed 
three very low passes over the airfield and Club; the 
noise of those six Merlin engines was spine chilling! 
This year’s Firework Night will take place on the 10th 
November from 6pm onwards, and will commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the end of World War 1. 
Sunday 11th November 1918 at 11am is the moment 
when hostilities came to an end. 
Improvements to the Club premises are ongoing and 
we look forward to welcoming members, new and old, 
to the Club during the coming winter months.  

I would like to thank all those members who give their time so generously, to keep the Portcullis Club 
running, making it such a warm and friendly place to meet. 

Ron Aspinwall 
Club Chairman 
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Ron Aspinwall 

Hardest Day Flypast 2018 

In preparation for the return of Air Cadet gliding on the airfield new fences and gates are being put 
around the live field. This photograph shows the design being used. 



 

 

Welfare Report 

We had a successful fish and chips lunch in October which 44 people attended. It was a particularly fine day 
weather wise which always makes a difference. The food was excellent. We had a very nice couple from 
Redhill, Linda and Patrick who did a brilliant presentation about building their own plane in their back garden 

and of their ad  ventures flying 
around the world. People were 
on the edge of their seats 
listening. It was so enjoyable. 
We did a collection for them at 
the end which raised £67.50 
which they were donating to 
‘The Air Ambulance’. A very 
worthwhile cause. 
In September we had the 
Battle of Britain lunch held at 
the Old Coulsdon Centre for 
the Retired. Unfortunately I 
could not be there but have 
only had excellent feedback 

from all who attended. Many thanks to Iris, manageress and her helpers and to the RAFA volunteers who 
did a wonderful job. Well done to all. 
A group of our veterans went to Princess Marina House in September and all enjoyed it very much. 

We are having our Christmas lunch for the veterans. It will be on 20 December 
12.00 for 12.30 at The Old Coulsdon Centre for the Retired. Invitations will be 
going out shortly. And just a reminder that we are having a special performance at 
the Portcullis from 14.00-15.00 on Tuesday 6 November. It is free to RAFA 
members. Put your names down soon as places are going quickly. (see page 6) 

A bit early I know but a Merry Christmas to one and all.   
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Audrey Eldridge 

12 Sept. 1925 – 22 Aug. 2018 

Branch President 

It is with great sadness that I 
have to mention the death of 
our beloved Audrey Eldridge. 
She was a wonderful lady and 
a dear friend to many. Many 
of us attended her funeral at 
St Lukes and some went on 
to the Crematorium. It was a 
lovely service and well done 
to Audrey's daughter and 
family for planning it. Our 
thoughts are with them. 

Vera Harvey 

Vera Harvey     HWO RAFA KENLEY & CATERHAM BRANCH 

                                            Phone 01883 344145 / Email: harvey.vera@gmail.com 

13th Oct 2018 / Fish & Chips lunch at the Portcullis Club 
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Dear RAFA-Kenley friends, 

Here is a brief update from 
‘airy’ Neu-Anspach.  

I must admit that Evelyn and I 
miss Kenley a lot, in particular 
everything airfield related. 
However, as you are probably 
aware, we have a local airfield 
and gliding club here. They 
used to organise an annual 
airfield day which comprised 
introduction to gliding and air 
displays by vintage aeroplanes. 
However, this year it escaped 
my attention that the annual 
event was called off. Instead 
they hosted the ‘Taunus Cup’, a regional competition to qualify for the national gliding cup competition.  

At the end of July I noticed a lot of gliding activity in the sky over Neu-Anspach but only realised the real scale of 
the event after the newspapers reported it. So I went to the airfield on a quiet Sunday afternoon in mid August to 
enquire about the airfield day. To my surprise I learnt that it wasn’t on the agenda this year because of the efforts 

going into the Taunus Cup. The chap at the airfield saw my disappointment and told me of the model aircraft 
competition on that weekend just a few miles away in Wehrheim. So I jumped back into the car and drove up 
there. What a sight when I arrived. A great number of model planes , many ‘pilots’ running around and a large 

audience, all with the backdrop of the Taunus hills with the highest, the Feldberg (881 meters) sticking out in the 
middle. Normally you would expect model planes in small sizes…. See yourself from the pictures that there were 

a few “jumbos” amongst them. An outstanding event with a lot of show and competitions. Well done lads! 

Kind regards from the other side of the channel 

Hartmut Klein   
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PLEASE HELP US 
There are two important parts of Kenley & Caterham RAFA that go to make up our thr iving and active part 
of RAFA. The first is the Branch itself and the second is the Portcullis Club. While the Branch would still 
exist if there were no Club and would still fulfil its primary charitable purposes of serving the welfare of our 
veterans and fundraising, it would be a shadow of the current organisation. The Club, on the other hand, 
could not legally exist if there were no Branch; there must be a charitable Branch for there to be a Club. 
If the Branch were to fold for any reason, then the Club would also go. And there is a reason that this might 
happen; a lack of active Branch Committee members to carry out the day to day running and administration 
of the Branch. We urgently need a new Secretary and a new Membership Officer. By March next year we 
also need to find a new Welfare Officer. Ideally, we would also have an assistant Wings Officer, a Minutes 
Secretary and a committee member ready to take on the role of Chairman in a few years ’ time. 
None of the above posts are onerous; all are rewarding. We must fill these vacancies; 
the Welfare and Secretary positions as a matter of urgency. 
Could you spare a few hours every month to help ensure the continued survival of our 
Branch and Club? If so, I’d love to hear from you at david.meanwell@kenley-rafa.org.uk 
or on 020 8644 9715.   
Thank you. 
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David Meanwell     Branch Chairman 

 

As we were.....when we were Over there. 
One of our postings showing the Corporal i/c (5th from the left in the back row) a Regular and the rest National Servicemen except 

for Mohamed. Photo courtesy of Ken Bolton. 
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